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Heart to Heart
Plans are ongoing for Project
Homeless Connect

Over the last eight months, a group of community members have been
meeting to address homelessness within our community. We identified what
homelessness looks like in our town, how the community is already
addressing the needs and what we need to do together to best serve the
homeless.
Last month we received notice that the Missouri Housing Development
Commission had chosen Excelsior Springs as a location to host a Project
Homeless Connect. This is a one event day where direct services are offered
to assist the homeless. Everything from getting IDs, haircuts, VA services, and
the list goes on to actually having the resources to hopefully provide
permanent housing for families.

April Fools
5K Tortoise
& Hare
Walk & Run
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Where those in need
find hope:
The Good Samaritan
Center is dedicated to
preventing homelessness
and hunger by providing
basic life needs and
access to life skills.
Once again those around the
table came together and agreed
that we would take on this
project as a way of making a
real difference for those who are
living on the streets and
doubled up with other families.
Funds will be funneled through
Good Samaritan Center, but the
entire community has a chance
to make a real difference in the
lives of others.
While GSC is here all year long
serving the homeless in so many
ways, we recognize that this is
an issue that requires the
support of the entire
community.

Clown noses are optional, but GSC’s walk and run this year falls on
April 1, so Jokers and Jesters are invited and welcome! The
beautiful course starts and stops in front of Wabash BBQ. You can
register early for guarantee of a t-shirt, or sign up the day of the
race. Sponsors are needed, call Jennifer at 630-2718 x 23 for
information. Net proceeds benefit Emergency Assistance.
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Where are the homeless in our town?
The face of homelessness in Excelsior Springs is often hidden from the sight
of those who live here. Here at GSC our caseworkers visit with a large
number of families who, while they are not living on the streets, they are
doubled up with other families. Often they move from one house to
another due to the emotional stress on these households.
We also see homeless living out of their cars, moving from place to place
around town. We do have a small number of street homeless who live in
wooded areas and abandoned buildings. There are also occasional
homeless that are just passing through to another town.
Our services to the homeless include providing food, sometimes a night
stay at the motel, clothing, etc. Our caseworkers also devote time to
helping these families, if they desire, reach small individualized goals that
might help them achieve housing.
We are aware that GSC can't do this alone. I realize more and more each
day that we have a wonderful community. Please continue to support all of
our emergency assistance programs either through a donation or at one of
our events coming this spring. The staff and volunteers at GSC know your
support is what allows us to be of service to others who are in need.
Recently a woman approached me and voluntarily told me how 7 years
ago her life changed drastically and she found herself in need of services,
and how she had turned to GSC for help. She said people really have no
idea how much the services at GSC are needed.

“Between God and Good Samaritan Center, I don’t know what I’d do,” grandmother with
custody of her grandchildren. She was helped last month with a $125 car repair bill. The
heater in her car did not work.

Good Samaritan Center Staff and Directors
Staff

Directors

Martha Buckman, Executive Director
Michelle Vasquez, Broadway Bargains store manager
Mary Lou Greim, Caseworker
Jennifer Chappel, Caseworker
Leslie Brewer, Social Services Assistant
Donita Morris Carpenter, Volunteer Coordinator
Crystal Canfield, Custodian
Dan Paige, Senior Home Repair Director
Gayle Geiger, Senior Advocate
!
Courtney Cole, Grant Writer

Dan Paige, President
Ann Case, Vice-President
Martin Conrad, Secretary
Dave Lawrence, Treasurer
Laura Blevins, Steve Blubaugh, Ambrose Buckman,
Robert Hart, Don Ledford, John McGovern,
Rhonda Peery, Kelli Rice, Glen Smith, Eartha Taylor,
Larry Tesar
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Area youth gain volunteer experience and understanding

Left: Excelsior Springs
Career Center Students
and Staff
Right: Kearney High
School students
Below: Pisgah Baptist
Church Youth Group

Sorting donations, unloading
trucks, preparing commodity
orders, helping children with
art projects: these are a few of
the volunteer activities that
youth groups and young
individuals are offering at
GSC. A spirit of helping
others is joined to wisdom
gained from participating in

projects that strengthen our
community. Other groups
that help regularly are
American Heritage Girls,
Excelsior Springs National
Honor Society, Excelsior
Springs Tiger Path, St. Ann’s
Youth Group, and Ambush.

New Manager for Broadway Bargains
Michelle Vasquez recently traded hats at GSC. She was employed as Volunteer
Coordinator for a year and a half, then last November she became manager of
GSC’s thrift store. Michelle says she is happy to be meeting the challenge of
making the store a profitable source of revenue, and she is impressed with the
store’s workers, volunteers, and customers. She has changed the store around,
improving the logical flow between departments. The store can use more
volunteers for sorting and tagging; and donations of men’s clothes, especially
jeans, are needed.

25 years of Good Samaritan Golf!
Yes, the golf tournament is coming... the 25th Annual Golf Tournament in support of Good Samaritan
Center’s assistance programs. Friday, May 5 is this important date, so get your team together. It will be
the usual 1:00 shotgun start with lunch served at noon. Sponsors are needed; you know this is a good
cause. For more information call Martha Buckman at 816-630-2718 X 28, or email her at
gscmjb@goodsamaritancenter.com.
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Clay County Senior Services in action at Good Samaritan Center
Seniors over the age of 60 and residing in Clay
County can access several services. Homeowners
may qualify for minor home repairs, with an
emphasis on safety-related repairs and
installations. There is an income eligibility; call
Dan Paige, 816-630-2718 X 25 for more
information.
Other assistance to seniors includes emergency
food; utility help; finding and keeping housing;
help with paperwork, filling out forms, budgeting,

We are a

Community Partner

and bill paying; help with shopping or errands;
referrals to services; and even a friendly visit.
Gayle Geiger, GSC’s Senior Advocate, can be
reached at 573-528-0950.
A senior recently reported to a caseworker that
Gayle is a lifeline for him into the “real world,”
and has become a friend. Gayle occasionally picks
him up at his home while she does her errands,
leaves him to walk in town and greet people, then
returns him to his home.

Neighborhood
Assistance Program
Tax credits in the amount of 50% are
available from the State of Missouri. Call
Martha for more information, 630-2718 X
28.
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