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God bless you, Mary Lou
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Throughout the 31 years of the Good Samaritan Center 
providing love and support to the poor of our community, one 
person has been there since the beginning ... Mary Lou Greim. 
Although Mary Lou has served in many roles over the years -- 
caseworker, programs director, administrative assistant and 
executive director -- she was the first willing volunteer when 
Center founder Fr. Larry Speichinger asked, “Who will serve?”

At the time, Mary Lou was a teacher, the wife of a teacher, Bill 
Greim, and a mother of two sons, Bill and Eddie. She served St. 
Ann Church as a catechism teacher and was a member of the St. 
Vincent De Paul group, an organization that helped to organize 
the Good Samaritan Center.

In November of 1986, Fr. Larry and Mary Lou began handing out food and clothing to the poor from a 
storefront on East Broadway. As the need grew, so did the response and over time, thousands of 
volunteers have become a part of the fabric of the Center’s mission. Mary Lou worked beside them, 
helping stock the pantry shelves, organizing fundraising events, sorting clothes for the thrift store, giving 
rides, giving the “loaves and fishes” through monetary donations, tutoring a child, and many more acts 
of love. Most importantly, Mary Lou greeted the clients of the Center one-on-one to provide a helping 
hand and guidance with her kindness and compassion. Mary Lou has witnessed it all and best tells the 
story of the Good Samaritan on the road to Damascus, because she best exemplifies that role.

Fr. Larry once said “the Good Samaritan volunteers are perfect models of Jesus Himself, for like Him, 
they act out of love. They put the cross of poverty on their own backs as they reach out to help those 
weighed down by it. They truly make love visible.” 

When Fr. Larry stepped back from his director position at the Center in 2003 due to health reasons, the 
board did not have to look far to find someone who could continue to make love visible in the 
community from that leadership role. Mary Lou served in her position as Executive Director until 2008 
when she also stepped back as director to serve in case management. As Mary Lou retires from an active 
role on the staff, we know she will always be a volunteer of the Center because she has served in faith 
throughout. In the words of Christ, “What you did for the least of these, you did it for me.” 

We honor Mary Lou Greim for sharing her talents and time, for her dedication and leadership, hard 
work, encouraging words, and nurturing spirit. We thank her family for allowing her to serve the 
community above themselves. From the staff, volunteers, board of directors, clients and community, “We 
love you, Mary Lou. God bless you.” By Sonya Morgan, former board member, current city council member
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GSC co-founder gives thanks for opportunities

Good Samaritan Center Staff and Directors
Staff
Martha Buckman, Executive Director
Michelle Vasquez, Broadway Bargains Store Manager 
& Volunteer Coordinator
Julie Gleason, Caseworker
Jennifer Chappel, Caseworker
Leslie Brewer, Social Services Assistant
Crystal Canfield, Custodian
Dan Paige, Senior Home Repair Director
Gayle Geiger, Senior Advocate
Courtney Cole, Grant Writer

Directors
Dan Paige, President
Ann Case, Vice-President
Martin Conrad, Secretary
Robert Hart, Treasurer
Laura Blevins, Steve Blubaugh, Ambrose Buckman,  
Don Ledford, John McGovern, Rhonda Peery, 
Kelli Rice, Glen Smith, Eartha Taylor, Larry Tesar

Generous support measures community’s kindness
The Tables by Design Fundraiser 
held at The Elms on September 12 
exceeded expectations and raised 
$24,000 to be used for emergency 
assistance and operational costs.
Jane Hoffman and Ryan Hoffman 
provided background music during 
dinner. Carolyn and Paul Jeffrey 
entertained with song. 
The tables were creatively beautiful 
and everyone seemed to enjoy the 
event.

The story of the Good Samaritan Center has been a tale about generous and loving 
Samaritans, hard working and sacrificing staff and volunteers, and people in need. 
Thirty one years ago Father Larry Speichinger wanted to give everyone the 

opportunity to be a Good Samaritan and so, many, many people have stepped forward to be their 
brother’s keeper. I’m so very grateful to have been part of the story. Thank you to all the clients who 
have shared their stories of sorrow and joy, the many who have given prayers, time, money or goods 
from their hearts, and the staff who lovingly work together to carry out the mission of the Good 
Samaritan Center. 

My prayers and love to all of you, Mary Lou Greim.
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Norma Geiss heads up GSC’s community garden 
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The garden plot, adorned with rows of giant sunflowers, is located just off 
Broadway, near the Ruey-Anna highrise apartments. Produce for the GSC 
food pantry has been raised this season by Norma Geiss, Shanon Keighley, 
and Shanon’s daughters Genevieve and Georgia. While at work at Mid 
Continent Library Norma mentioned to coworkers that she was taking on this 
project. Shanon volunteered herself and her daughters to help with planting, 
hoeing, and harvesting as a way to give to the community. Early in the season 
spinach, lettuce and herbs were harvested. Green beans came next, then 
squash, okra, tomatoes and cantaloupe. Still coming on are watermelons and 
more cantaloupes. 
Norma says she plans to continue this work next season, but she can use 
some more help. She’s also looking for a donation of straw for mulch and 
some steel fence posts. Pictured at right are Shanon, Genevieve, and Georgia 
Keighley, and the garden. 

Summer Art Camp 
adds mural to waiting 
room
Children participating in GSC’s annual art camp 
created art work in many mediums, including this 
mural. Kindness being the theme for the week, 
small art works picturing hearts were left hanging 
around the building. Roberta Hammer, Jason Cole, 
Emily Massey and Delaney Greim volunteered 
their time for the camp. Materials were provided 
by The Greg Williams Foundation.

Currently, children’s art classes meet on 
Wednesdays at 3:00 pm, adults meet on Mondays 
at 10:30 am.

Busy welcome for new caseworker
Julie Gleason has skills and determination that will serve GSC and its clients very well. 
She comes to this job with a background of serving homeless and domestic violence 
victims at an agency in Iowa. She and her husband moved to this area to be near two 
little grandchildren in Kearney, and have spent the past year building a home between 
Excelsior Springs and Lawson. Besides their son, the Gleasons have a missionary 
daughter serving in Liberia, and two grown children in Iowa. Julie’s main interests 
outside of her new job are her flower and vegetable gardens, and Zander, aged 2 and 
Zoe, 10 months. 
Julie begins work at possibly the busiest season for the caseworkers. Welcome, Julie!
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We are a

Tax Reduction 
Strategies Event

A tax strategies workshop will be 
held on Tuesday, October 24 at the 
Excelsior Springs Community 
Center, 5:30 to 7:30 pm. Information 
will be shared on protecting IRAs 
from double taxation, maximizing 
retirement income, minimizing 
Capitol Gains taxes, and how to 
leave more for family and charity. 
Reserve a place by calling 
800-871-9012, ext. 960826.

From a long-time donor & volunteer
Being raised in a very humble background gave me first 
hand knowledge of the stigma attached to being "poor."  I 
have supported the Excelsior Springs Good Samaritan 
Center for many years. This organization is devoted to 
helping the less fortunate help themselves.  The Good 
Samaritan Center makes a difference in the lives of people.  
As the saying goes, "If it is important to us, we will find a 
way.  If it isn't important to us, we will find an excuse."  
The work of the Excelsior Springs Good Samaritan Center 
is important to me.

Larry Tesar


